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Indians''. It has said that, "in practice's they will not apply. The two
statements are quite different. His Excellency has, moreover, justified
the definition of "coloured person" on the ground that it is a legacy
from the old Government. But British Indians object to the definition
for that very reason. Their position is this. The ordinances will not in
practice apply to them. The Boer Government insulted the Indians by
classing them with the Kaffirs. Now there is no occasion to perpetuate a
needless insult. The argument seems to be unanswerable. It is a pity
that His Excellency, in spite of his wish not to offend, has not seen his
way to grant the very reasonable request of the Association.

Indian Opinion, 6-1-1906

193. PAYMENT OF THE POLL-TAX
The Poll-Tax, as was to be expected, does not seem to be paid with
much enthusiasm, judging by the meagre response to date. The trouble
will begin towards the end of next month. The authorities will not have
an easy task in discriminating between those who can pay and those
who cannot. But one thing, at all events, seems clear: the Government
appear determined to squeeze blood out of stones. Some time ago, an
Indian approached the Colonial Secretary, asking if Government would
be prepared to extend the time of payment in the case of those who were
dependent upon their meagre crops to provide the necessary sovereign,
and received a reply that they were not prepared to do so, but suggesting
that such people could raise a loan on the security of their crops. One
would have thought that, in a civilised country, a man who was living such
a hand-to-mouth existence that he had no money left after planting his
crops would not be expected to pay the tax. But such a sorry condition
appears to the authorities to be comparative affluence. There is evidently
something very rotten in a State that has to descend to such depths
as these. The authorities might have gone a step further and suggested
that the poorest man could raise the money to pay the tax by mortga-
ging his body for dissection purposes. But we might point out that, accor-
ding to section 14(4) of the Act,
any person who shall prove that he is unable through poverty to pay the tax
shall be excused therefrom for the time being, but this excuse shall not prevent
a subsequent prosecution or action if such person shall afterwards become able
to pay the tax and fails to do so.
It appears, therefore, that persons so placed as the correspondent re-
ferred to can plead poverty and pay the tax later from the proceeds of
their crops. There will be no need whatever to go the length of raising
a loan on the growing crop (and paying usurious interest), since the Act
provides for this very contingency.
Indian Opinion, 20-1-1906